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I. Membership 

Membership has risen from the mid-300s to 
over 400 in the last five years. Membership is in 
two tiers: full membership, which includes 
subscriptions to the RRPE and the newsletter; and 
limited membership, which includes a subscription 
to the newsletter only. Both tiers come with full 
voting rights. 

II. Activities 

RRPE 

In 2012 we received 89 manuscripts of which 
we accepted 19 and rejected 53, for an 
acceptance rate of 21 percent. Seventy-nine 
percent were from countries other than the United 
States. The number of submissions was a 53 
percent increase over 2011. Although we are not 
sure of all the reasons for the increase, much of it 
can be attributed our inclusion in the Thomson 
Reuters Journal Citation Reports. We received 37 
book reviews of which we accepted 35 and 
rejected 1, for an acceptance rate of 95 percent. 
(Note that accepted and rejected submissions do 
not sum to total received because some 
manuscripts are under review.) 

We received 14 ASSA papers from the 2013 
San Diego ASSA meetings. We accepted nine. 

Total institutional subscriptions were 6,162, up 
approximately 1 percent over 2011. 

The special issues currently being reviewed 
are 1) Paths to Full Employment: Industrial Policy 
and the Great Recession; 2) The Political 


Economy of the Arab Uprising; and 3) Political 
Economy of Sustainable Development. A call for 
papers has been sent out for a new special issue: 
The Commons and the Common. 

The RRPE has joined the Post-capitalist 
Project (www.postcapitalistproject.org/about). This 
entails our posting five papers a year, linked 
through their site to our site on Sage’s Website, 
on the subject of socialism broadly defined. This 
initiative was organized by Al Campbell. 

The editorial board continues to produce 
Podcasts and the managing editor tweets on news 
of the journal and members of the editorial board. 

The journal is functioning well with a strong 
editorial board. Our challenge for 2013 is to digest 
the implications of the increase in submissions 
and determine how to most effectively deal with 
the added burden placed on board members and 
the managing editor of a more than fifty percent 
greater workload. Whatever we decide must be 
done without sacrificing our goals of helping junior 
radical political economists gain promotion and 
tenure, and supporting education in heterodox 
economics for undergraduate and graduate 
students. 

URPE at ASSA 

URPE’s role at the January 2012 ASSA 
meetings in Chicago was terrific! We challenged 
the dominance of mainstream economists in 
three ways: first, the organization of a program of 
URPE sessions; secondly, protest in support of 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employee’s boycott of 
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URPE Newsletter 


Summer 2013 


2012-2013 STEERING COMMITTEE 
Elected members 

Sara Burke (11 - 13) New York City (saraburke@me.com) 

A1 Campbell (12-15) University of Utah, 1645 Campus Center Dr. 
Rm. 308, Salt Lake City, UT 84112-9300; (801) 585-3521 
<al@economics.utah.edu> 

Scott Carter (12-15) Department of Economics, The University 
of Tulsa, 600 South College Street, Tulsa, OK 74104 
<scott-carter@utulsa.edu> 

Paul Cooney (11 -14) Buenos Aires, Argentina (pcooney@ufpa.br) 

Laura Ebert (11-13) SUNYNew Paltz, <ebertl@newpatlz.edu> 

Ann Davis (12 - 15) Associate Professor of Economics, School of 
Management, Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY 
<ann.davis@marist.edu> 

Armagan Gezici (11-14) Economics, Keene State College, 229 
Main Street, Keene, NH 03435, 603-358-2686 
<agezici@keene.edu> 

Julio Huato (11-14) Economics Department, St. Francis College, 
180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201, 718-489-5331 
<juliohuato@gmail.com> 

Laurie Nisonoff (12-15) Social Science, Hampshire College, 
Amherst, MA 01002; 413-559-5397 <lnisonoff@hampshire.edu> 

Paddy Quick (10-13) Economics Department, St. Francis 
College, 180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201; 

631-286-5168 (h); <paddyquick@aol.com> 

Chris Rude (10-13) Center for International and Political 
Economy Research, <chris.rude@ciper.org> 

Lane Vanderslice (11 - 14) World Hunger Education Service, 
Washington, DC 20017 202-529-4120 (lvanderslice@verizon.net) 

Ex-Officio 


URPE National Office 

Patricia Duffy, URPE National Office, Gordon Hall, University of 
Massachusetts, 418 N. Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002-1735. 
Tel. 413-577-0806. Fax 413-577-0261 <urpe@labomet.org> 

Managing Editor of RRPE 

Hazel Dayton Gunn, Dept, of City and Regional Planning, 

106 W. Sibley Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca NY 14853; 

Email: <hgl8@comell.edu> 


URPE 


The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE) is a 

membership organization of academics and activists who share 
an interest in a radical analysis of political and economic top¬ 
ics. Since its founding in 1968, URPE’s members have used 
this analysis to advance various progressive political and social 
agendas. URPE publishes the Review of Radical 
Political Economics, runs a set of presentations at the academic 
professional meetings of the Allied Social Science Associations, 
sponsors a resource/speakers bureau called Economy Connec¬ 
tion, and holds a Summer Conference on political and economic 
topics at a family-friendly summer camp. Its members are 
active in a wide array of professional and activist projects. 


The URPE Newsletter 


The URPE Newsletter is published quarterly by the Union for 
Radical Political Economics. The Newsletter is a place for 
URPE members to publish shorter articles and speeches as well 
as make announcements of upcoming events that might be of 
interest to members. Articles and announcements can be sent 
to the Newsletter Editor in the body of an e-mail message, or as 
an attached file; send to firanceskboyes@gmail.com. 

Permission to reprint material from the Newsletter is granted 
for non-commercial uses, provided that the Newsletter is cred¬ 
ited as the source, and that two copies of the publication are 
sent to the URPE National Office. For permission to reprint 
for commercial purposes, contact the National Office. 


Other URPE Positions 


ASSA Coordinators: Fred Moseley, Mount Holyoke College, 
<fmoseley@mtholyoke.edu> and Laurie Nisonoff, 

Hampshire College, <lnisonoff@hampshire.edu> 

Newsletter Editor: Frances Boyes <franceskboyes@gmail.com> 

Economy Connection Coordinator: Ruthie Indeck, 
201-792-7459; <soapbox@urpe.org> 

Printing: Alta Printing, Gainesville, Florida. 


The URPE Newsletter is a good place to publish advertisements 
for new books! Rates are $300 per full page (7.5 inches wide 
by 9.3 inches high); $160 for a half page, and $85 for a quarter 
page. Exchange ads are also considered. Please write or call 
the National Office for more information on this. 

Deadlines for submission to Newsletter are January 7 for win¬ 
ter issue; April 7 for spring issue; June 20 for summer issue, 
and October 7 for fall issue. 
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the Hyatt Hotel; and thirdly, participation in the 
demonstrations against the AEA organized by 
Chicago activists. URPE had 16 sessions at the 
meetings, including three organized jointly with the 
International Association for Feminist 
Economics and one jointly with the American 
Economic Association. The quality of the papers 
was outstanding and demonstrated the wide 
variety of topics on which URPE economists can 
outshine their mainstream colleagues. Nancy 
Folbre (University of Massachusetts) delivered a 
terrific David Gordon Lecture with the title “The 
Political Economy of Human Capital.” Eastern 
Economic Association With its seventh annual 
"URPE@Easterns" program in 2013, URPE has 
once again increased its presence at the 
Eastern Economic Association conference by 
sponsoring 23 panels. Financial crisis, developing 
economies, poverty, inequality, gender, methodol¬ 
ogy and pedagogy are among the topics covered 
in these sessions. This year’s conference is 
held in New York at the Sheraton New York Hotel 
and Towers, May 9-11. We are also holding a 
business/membership meeting at the conference 
hotel to be immediately followed by a reception. 

Summer Conference 

The 2012 URPE Summer Conference was 
organized in support of, and in cooperation with, 
the Occupy movement. Building on the 
momentum generated by Occupy Wall Street in 
2011, the conference brought together some of the 
activists of this national and international 
movement to engage in discussions on radical 
political economy theory and its implications for 
our movement. Some of the sessions were "lively," 
involving the confrontation between people with 
different perspectives, as was expected, but the 
result was a building of mutual respect and 
pledges of future cooperation. URPE was proud 
to have been able to contribute to this. 

URPE at Left Forum 

URPE is an interdisciplinary association of 
academics and activists (not exclusive cate¬ 
gories!) devoted to the study, development and 
application of radical political economic analysis 


Summer 2013 

to social problems. While many of our presenta¬ 
tions in the ASSAs and the Easterns have 
important implications for activism, they are mostly 
academic in form. The Left Forum is the largest 
yearly conference we take part in that is mostly 
activists (again, many of those also being 
academics), and whose presentations are often 
non-academic in form. It’s a major gathering of the 
activist left in the U.S.: in 2012 there were 400 
panels, 1,300 speakers and 4,500 attendees. 
URPE contributes from 2 or 3 up to 10 panels to 
the Left Forum in a given year, and in 2012 we 
sponsored or co-sponsored 10. But beyond 
making our small contribution to this broad 
collective effort, those URPE members who go 
also simply get flooded with living and fighting for 
radical political economy. 

Economy Connection 

Economy Connection was Occupy inspired 
this year! In NYC EC facilitated Open Forums, 
classes, a Town Square, lunch-time discussions, a 
radio interview, and a day of discussions and 
interviews on May Day. EC sent speaker lists to 
Occupiers in several cities, and created an 
Occupy event and resource page on urpe.org. 
Other EC activities included talks at a senior 
residence, activist groups, a college, and a film 
festival. We also provided resources for teachers, 
grad students, journalists, and a songwriter. 
Current projects include interpreting financial 
documents for a Detroit campaign to fight 
predatory banks, a Houston radio series on 
Socialism, film commentaries for Occupy Queens, 
and student conferences in NYC and Bar Harbor. 

Newsletter 

In the last year, the focus of the URPE newslet¬ 
ter has been to attract more contributors as well 
as to solicit a wider variety of submissions for print. 
Any URPE member in good standing can have 
their submission approved for print and we have 
printed abstracts, short research articles and 
opinion pieces along with our usual content of 
updates, announcements, and the Economy 
Connection report. With each quarterly deadline, a 
"call for content" email is sent to the listserv and 
pieces are then electronically submitted to the 
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editor and approved for print after the membership 
status of the author is verified. The newsletter has 
also undergone some design changes, and so far 
the feedback is positive. We look forward to 
another year of increased participation by the 
membership in the newsletter. 

www.urpe.org 

The URPE website provides up-to-date 
information on URPE activities, a place to obtain 
or renew URPE membership electronically, and 
information on political economy, such as 
syllabi for courses taught by URPE members. In 
2012, we began a redesign of the website and 
began encouraging URPE members to develop 
fact sheets for political economy topics, 
including courses. If URPE members are 
interested in developing fact sheets on a political 
economy topic, they should contact SC member 
Lane Vanderslice at lvanderslice@verizon.net. 
The URPE website had 33,000 visitors in 2012, 
a number we hope to increase by publishing fact 
sheets accessible to a broader audience. 

Blog 

The blog is an opportunity for URPE members 
to contribute to the discussion of political economy 
and current events. Unfortunately it has not been 
much used by URPE members for their 
comments, though our contributions are welcome. 
There were 3,590 visitors in 2012, down from 
4,489 in 2011. Approximately half of the visitors 
are from the United States and half from other 
countries. There are 15 registered contributors. 
The blog has 67 followers. You can sign up at 
http://urpe.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook 

Our Facebook page is open to URPE 
members and others for announcements and 
discussion on political economy topics. There 
were 670 members in April 2013. See it at 
https ://www. face book, com/g rou ps/35494164425/ 

Listserve 

A small but valuable service URPE maintains 
for members is the URPE Listserve. Intended 
NOT as blog or discussion site (which we also 


have), this is a light-traffic internal communications 
instrument that helps keep URPE members up on 
events they might be interested in, recent 
publications (especially by URPE members), and 
job openings. 

III. Financial 

URPE has been operating in the black for the 
past several years and can anticipate continuing to 
do so for the next several years. Last year URPE 
had revenues of just over $160,000 and expenses 
of just over $130,000. URPE’s revenues derive 
mainly from two sources: royalties from the 
publishing contract with Sage for the Review of 
Radical Political Economics (75% of revenues) 
and membership dues (10% of revenue). Other 
sources of revenue include interest on savings, 
donations, conference registration fees, and other 
occasional income. 

URPE’s largest expenses are payroll for the 
Office Manager and the Managing Editor, 
equaling approximately 50% of the total expenses. 
Other expenses include the operating budget for 
the RRPE, general administration for the national 
office, travel for the Steering Committee to SC 
semi-annual meetings and for the Office Manager, 
our Speaker’s Bureau, and other occasional 
expenses. 

We have been investing in certificates of 
deposit and our assets have grown steadily, 
ending last year at $223,000 largely in 
interest-bearing bank accounts. URPE has also 
invested approximately $30,000 in shares in Equal 
Exchange, a business which promotes coffee and 
other products grown in cooperatives and under 
fairtrade guidelines. The Steering Committee has 
determined that URPE should not invest more 
than 15% of its assets in anything other than 
FDIC-insured accounts. 

IV. People 

We would like to acknowledge the following 
people whose efforts make URPE possible. 

URPE members 

Whose radical political economy analysis and 
other efforts to understand and change society are 
the reason for URPE’s existence. 
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The Review of Radical Political Economy 

Editors 

Hazel Dayton Gunn (Managing Editor), Enid 
Arvidson, Ron Baiman, Fletcher Baragar, David 
Barkin, Brigitte Bechtold, Firat Demir, William 
Dugger, Don Goldstein, Jon Goldstein, Davide 
Gualerzi, Christopher Gunn, Dorene Isenberg, 
Tae-hee Jo, Fadhel Kaboub, Marlene Kim, Tim 
Koechlin, Mehrene Larudee,Mark Lautzenheiser, 
Minqi Li, Victor Lippit, Andrew Mearman, Gary 
Mongiovi, Shaianne Osterreich, Bruce 
Pietrykowski, Paddy Quick, Ramaa Vasudevan, 
and Tamar Diana Wilson. 

URPE Steering Committee Members 

Sara Burke (term expiring 2013); Al Campbell 
(term expiring 2015); Scott Carter (term expiring 
2015); Paul Cooney (term expiring 2014); Laura 
Ebert (term expiring 2013); Ann Davis (term 
expiring 2015); Armagan Gezici (term expiring 
2014); Julio Huato (term expiring 2014); Laurie 
Nisonoff (term expiring 2015); Paddy Quick (term 
expiring 2013); Chris Rude (term expiring 2013); 
Lane Vanderslice (term expiring 2014). (This past 
year, Mathew Forstater resigned from the 
Steering Committee and Ann Davis joined the 
Steering Committee.) 

URPE Coordinators 

Pat Duffy, National Office Manager, Fred 
Moseley, ASSA Coordinator, Frances Boyes, 
Newsletter Editor, and Ruth Indeck, Economy 
Connection. 

How can you be more involved? 

URPE members willing to make a significant 
but manageable commitment of time and talent 
are urged to consider running for election to the 
RRPE Editorial Board or the URPE Steering 
Committee. 

Comments by members on the Annual Report 
and URPE activities are welcome and may be sent 
to Pat Duffy at the URPE National Office 
urpe@iabornet.org. 


Steering 

Committee 

Elections 

Dear URPE members, 

This is a call for URPE members to run for the 
URPE Steering Committee. You can learn more 
about the Steering Committee, the current 
members' names and contact info on the URPE 
website. 

As we have done in recent years, the URPE 
Steering Committee elections will be held by mail. 
There are four three-year terms on the ballot, to 
serve from fall 2013 to fall 2016. Nominations are 
accepted until Friday, September 6. Ballots will be 
mailed out of the National Office shortly after that 
date. Voting will be conducted by returning ballots 
to the National Office, postmarked by September 
30, 2013. 

Self-nominations are welcomed. If you choose 
to nominate someone else, please include their 
contact info so that their acceptance can be 
verified. In either case, please send a personal 
statement to be included in the ballot mailing. 

Send the nominee's name, contact info and 
personal statement by Friday, September 6 to: 

urpe@labornet.org (preferred method) 

- OR - mail it to: 

URPE National Office 

418 N. Pleasant Street 

UMass / Gordon Hall 

Amherst, MA01002 

Armagan Gezici 

On behalf of the URPE Steering Committee 
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Update on Economy Connection, URPE’s Resource/Speakers Bureau 

by Ruthie Indeck, Coordinator (201-792-7459 or soapbox@urpe.org) 


Detroit Moratorium Now! 

The Detroit chapter of Moratorium NOW! Coalition 
to Stop Foreclosures, Evictions, and Utility Shutoffs 
recently added another demand to the list: Cancel De¬ 
troit’s Debt to the Banks. The website (moratorium- 
mi.org) includes the demand: “Make the Banks Pay for 
Destroying Detroit Neighborhoods!” The website also 
chronicles anti-eviction campaigns, anti-cutback demon¬ 
strations, and protests against an austerity plan proposed 
by Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr, and it contains a 
growing collection of articles on finance and our cities. 

Through the Freedom of Information Act, the organ¬ 
ization received many documents detailing Detroit’s bond 
purchases and other financial transactions over the past 
ten years. In order to further their political and educational 
efforts, MN! member Jerry Goldberg contacted URPE 
for help in interpreting those documents, as well as 
Detroit’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports. 

Economy Connection member Karl Beitel read some 
of these documents and discussed them with MN! mem¬ 
bers. Karl calls the treatment of Detroit by financial 
institutions “a classic example of predatory finance, of 
everything that is so wrong about US capitalism. And yet 
another indication of the near complete capitulation of 
the Clinton/Bush/Obama administration (is there REALLY 
that much difference around Wall Street?) to the interests 
of big finance - in this case, doing nothing while a great 
city is destroyed, but anything necessary to insure the via¬ 
bility of the banks. Detroit is ensnarled in a thick web of 
debt, and has, through the appointment of an emergency 
financial manager, become a ward of Wall Street. As the 
situation worsens, the banks keep imposing even greater 
hardship when they re-negotiate the terms of the swap 
agreements....I think Moratorium Now! is trying to get 
people to understand the bigger picture, how Wall Street 
is using the ongoing crisis to impose progressively more 
onerous repayment terms on Detroit, and why Detroit 
must be seen as the flip side of the ongoing and massive 
bailout that the Fed is conducting on behalf of Wall 
Street through near zero interest rates....I really hope 
they can fight back, declare a popular people’s morato¬ 
rium on the debt.” 

A number of additional URPE people have either 
offered to help explore the financial documents MN! 
obtained, or have recommended other people. Fadhel 
Kaboub contacted Cornell law professor Robert Hockett, 
an attorney who has been working with many cities 
across the US (including Wayne County, MI) on a proj¬ 


ect that would enable cities to acquire underwater mort¬ 
gages through eminent domain, and then write down the 
value of the mortgages and negotiate reasonable payment 
terms with the owners. 

MN! is providing resources and strategies that can be 
used by many other cities that have been hurt by finan¬ 
cial institutions in a similar way. At the same time, MN! 
is paying close attention to what is happening in other 
cities, and is forming alliances. They hope to continue 
working with URPE in the future. 

Universities for a New Economy 


The New School Economics Student Union, with 
support from the New Economics Institute, sponsored a 
conference on April 13 called “Universities for a New 
Economy.” Conference organizer Keith Harrington de¬ 
scribed the conference goals: “Its focus is to examine 
how institutions of higher learning can use curricular and 
institutional change to help grow the movement for eco¬ 
nomic system change in this country and beyond.” Con¬ 
ference speakers presented visions of what a more just, 
ecologically sustainable and more democratic economy 
might look like; suggestions for research and curricula 
that might help us get there; and their own experiences 
with various types of campus and community activism 
that would give universities an opportunity to participate 
in the movement for social justice. In the afternoon, con¬ 
ference participants chose one of three workshops to dis¬ 
cuss specific strategies for change. Paddy Quick led a 
workshop called “Curricula and Labor.” 

As a general overview of the challenge of introduc¬ 
ing radical curricula, Paddy noted that “Universities arc 
deeply embedded in the capitalist system and don’t 
generally provide the skills needed to be critical of that 
system.” However, it is possible to fight for new courses. 
Sometimes a new course is needed because the subject 
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matter is not being covered at all - this was the case 
in the 1960s when students and faculty fought for 
courses about the Vietnam War. And sometimes what is 
needed is a critique of the analysis that is currently being 
provided, such as a different interpretation of how capi¬ 
talism works. 

Paddy described some tactics she has found to be 
successful. First of all, those fighting for a course need to 
have someone who could teach it, and at least a small 
group to devote time to organizing for its acceptance. 
Universities care about the number of people who want 
to take the course, so building demand is important. Both 
organizing for a course - and actually starting to do rad¬ 
ical education — can be done through guest lectures, 
speaking events that may be open to the public, study 
groups, and creating an email campaign. It is important 
to look at the structure of your university to see who has 
power. Paddy described a social science course she 
helped organize as a grad student — it was successful be¬ 
cause students wanted it, undergraduates were interested, 
and it addressed real problems of society. Involving 
undergraduates is helpful because they are less vulner¬ 
able to university reprisals. 

It is necessary to protect and to build on your 
successes — to make sure your courses remain in the cur¬ 
riculum, to add new courses, and to protect the faculty. 
“You don’t advance in academia by challenging the 
system,” Paddy pointed out. While there are a few suc¬ 
cessful radical economics departments, the radical eco¬ 
nomics program at Notre Dame was destroyed by the 
university. Radical professors are not always given 
tenure, and some come under attack. It is important to 
support unions for faculty, including adjuncts. Staff and 
faculty unions can support each other. 

A lively discussion period included such topics as 
tenure, the position of young people in the economy, the 
need for teaching about climate change, why undergrads 
go into mainstream programs, why there isn’t more 
demand for radical economists, and the need to teach 
cooperative values. 

Cooperation, Community, and Complexity: 
Imagining a New Economy for the 21st Century 

Students at College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, 
Maine had the opportunity to learn about economics and 
to celebrate Earth Day - both the economics conference 
and the Earth Day celebration took place April 20-21. 
College of the Atlantic, located in a beautiful natural set¬ 
ting, is a small, non-traditional college where students 
have a strong voice in what they study and in college 
governance. COA values environmental sustainability 
and cooperative institutions. Conference organizer Kyle 


Shank reports that students are also interested in study¬ 
ing Marxism and other critiques of capitalism. 

The conference, “Cooperation, Community, and 
Complexity: Imagining a New Economy for the 21st 
Century,” was organized by COA third-year student Kyle 
Shank, and co-sponsored by the New Economics Insti¬ 
tute. Kyle’s goal was to bring together students, academ¬ 
ics and activists to learn about such issues as climate 
change, international inequality, and the fragile global 
economy. He hoped the conference would generate ideas 
for radical change, including in the study of economics, 
as well as ideas for local activism. 

Paddy Quick traveled to Bar Harbor to lead a work¬ 
shop called “Capitalism and its Lack of Freedom.” This 
is her workshop description: 

“Our capitalist economic system is dominated by 
multinational corporations whose decisions are based on 
the necessity of maximizing profits and minimizing the 
wages that they pay to workers. This means that corpo¬ 
rations, which are in cut-throat competition with each 
other, are driven not only to disregard the impact they 
have on the environment, but also to keep wages as low 
as possible and force us to spend all of our time, both on 
and off the job, to just keep our heads above water. Thus 
the workers, who actually carry out production, have lit¬ 
tle freedom to organize their lives and spend their wages 
in ways that take into consideration their own impact on 
the environment. The advancement of human wellbeing 
and the health of our environment will therefore only be 
achieved through class struggle. Our task today is to 
determine how best to use our limited freedom to organ¬ 
ize this struggle, in our current workplaces and alterna¬ 
tive workplaces, and in our communities.” 

Organizer Kyle Shank commented: “Paddy’s work¬ 
shop was excellent. The crowd was very participatory 
and the reception was good. It seemed to me that there 
may have been some academic disagreements between 
Paddy and some of the other people presenting, but in 
general there was a lot of agreement around her notion 
that capitalism restricts freedom much more than it pro¬ 
motes it.” 

Occupy Queens Political Film Discussions 

The following sections describe film discussions 
hosted by Occupy Queens and led by URPE people this 
spring at the Renaissance Charter School in Jackson 
Heights. In addition to the film showings, Occupy 
Queens has been involved in an Anti Stop-and-Frisk 
campaign (Jackson Heights has the third highest stop- 
and-frisk rate in NYC), supporting workers locked out by 
Trade Fair Supermarkets, and a campaign to protect a 
Flushing Meadow Park from privatization. 
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Koch Brothers Exposed 
Stephan Edel, March 7 



Koch Brothers Exposed is a 2012 documentary 
directed by Robert Greenwald, chronicling the extensive 
funding of reactionary political activities by Charles and 
David Koch, sometimes described as “poster boys for the 
1%.” They shared the #6 rank in Forbes’ top 20 billion¬ 
aires (March 2013), with $34B each. The film focuses on 
their attempts to dismantle Social Security; their attacks 
on public education, especially their ultimately unsuc¬ 
cessful attempt to resegregate an excellent school system 
in Wake County, NC; their attempts to deregulate the 
energy industry through election funding; the pollution 
their industries cause, illustrated by terrible health condi¬ 
tions in an Arkansas town near a Georgia Pacific factory; 
their attacks on unions in Wisconsin and elsewhere; their 
funding of legislation through ALEC and Americans for 
Prosperity, and much more. 

Because of his strong background in fighting against 
the types of projects the Koch Brothers advocate, EC sug¬ 
gested that Occupy Queens invite Stephan Edel to lead a 
discussion of the film. Stephan is the Green and Equi¬ 
table Economies Organizer for the Center for Working 
Families, NYC. He has also worked as a community or¬ 
ganizer, a union organizer, and a video producer. He has 
a law degree and has also studied politics and economics. 

The post-film discussion covered a wide range of 
topics, including how to achieve change, the relative 
importance of fighting for legislation vs. protesting in the 
streets, the power of finance to influence votes and to 
influence popular opinion through the media, as well as 
unions, climate change, and fracking. 

While Stephan feels that taking to the streets can 
often be more powerful than seeking legislative and elec¬ 
toral victories, he nevertheless feels that it is also impor¬ 
tant to engage in the latter. He has found a number of 
recent legislative campaigns to be exciting and fruitful. 
One was campaign finance reform for NY State (which 
was defeated this time around). Stephan feels that New 


York City has a more diverse city council because of its 
superior campaign finance laws. On state and local issues, 
Stephan finds that organizations like Citizen Action, his 
own Center for Working Families, as well as smaller 
groups, can gain access to legislators and affect issues. 

The Koch Brothers heavily fund the secretive ALEC 
to promote legislation for the 1%; Stephan and other dis¬ 
cussion participants are excited about ALICE, an organ¬ 
ization to promote progressive legislation. 

The media was a major theme of the evening - the 
barrage of TV ads attacking Wisconsin unions is one 
example of how the Koch Brothers, through other organ¬ 
izations, use their money to influence legislation and 
elections. Stephan and Occupy Queens members talked 
about similar media campaigns defending fracking and 
the Keystone XL Pipeline and denying climate change; 
attacking and ultimately destroying ACORN, despite 
lack of evidence of wrongdoing; promoting reactionary 
voting laws; and attacking Social Security. The main¬ 
stream media, Stephan pointed out, has learned to make 
it look like they are presenting both sides of a story. 

People brought up the difficulty of fighting capital¬ 
ism and its powerful corporations. While Stephan isn’t 
promising immediate results, he feels that it’s important 
to keep fighting every day. 

Sicko 

Martha Livingston, April 4 

Sicko is Michael Moore’s 2007 film about the fate of 
people in the US who actually do have health insurance. 
His approach is personal, political and economic. Moore 
tells heart-wrenching stories about people who died be¬ 
cause their insurance claims were denied, and then shows 
doctors and insurance salespeople who got bonuses for 
high claim denial levels. He shows the wealth created by 
the health care and insurance industries, and how it is 
used to influence voting on and media coverage of health 
care legislation. He contrasts the US health care system 
with those in Canada, Britain, France and Cuba. 
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“Phooey!” said Martha Livingston to the idea that 
Democrats arc good because they support the Affordable 
Care Act (sometimes called Obamacare), and Republicans 
are bad because they oppose it. Martha is Professor and 
Chair of the Public Health Deptartment at SUNY, Old 
Westbury. She is also Vice-Chair of the Board of Direc¬ 
tors of the New York Metro chapter (pnhpnymetro.org) 
of Physicians for a National Health Program (pnhp.org), 
and a very strong advocate of Single Payer, also known 
as Medicare for All. Obama and (H.) Clinton have both 
said that Single Payer would be best if starting from 
scratch, but both have ended up supporting plans that 
“build on what we have.” Obama chose to build on the 
most dysfunctional part of our health care system - private 
insurance. Lobbyists for health insurance companies 
helped write the ACA, and were happy with its outcome. 

The ACA improves our access to health care in some 
important ways: Martha’s students will remain on their 
parents’ plans until they are 26, some pre-existing condi¬ 
tions will be covered, and more people will receive Med¬ 
icaid. But Martha estimates that 25-30 million people 
will still be uninsured, and that multi-level plans will 
emerge, with the cheapest plans requiring high deduct¬ 
ibles, amounting to little more than catastrophic insurance. 

The US spends 17% of GDP on health care - more 
than any of the other countries mentioned in Sicko , all of 
which provide better health care. With the ACA, the US 
healthcare system will continue to be inundated with 
paperwork and to be expensive - unlike under Medicare 
for All. 

One Occupy Queens member noted that capitalism is 
making people so mad that a recent Pew poll found that 
most young people prefer socialism. 

(At one point in Sicko, Michael Moore says that the 
police, firefighters, schools and libraries are already 
socialized, so why not health care? Things have really 
changed since 2007 . . .) 

Inside Job 
Julio Huato, May2 

Inside Job is a documentary about the 2008 financial 
crisis, its history, its aftermath, relevant government poli¬ 
cies and legislation, and the people involved. There are 
many Michael-Moore-stylc interviews of clueless bank 
CEOs, government officials, and finance-oriented econo¬ 
mists, interspersed with accounts of legislation they 
pushed for, bonuses they received, and revolving-door 
jobs they have held. There are also interviews of people 
who were paying attention and did see a crisis coming. 
The film describes the history of financial power in the 
US economy - mostly in terms of the deregulation that 
started during Reagan’s presidency and continued through 
Clinton and Bush. Director Charles Ferguson provides 


detailed descriptions of the financial instruments that 
were created, the events involved in the actual crisis, and 
the effects on the rest of the population: lost jobs, homes, 
and savings. Julio Huato, an economics professor at St. 
Francis College, Brooklyn, led a discussion after the film 
showing. Julio’s main research interests are at the inter¬ 
section of inequality, growth, finance, political economy, 
and policy-making - an important intersection for under¬ 
standing Inside Job\ 




“This film suggests that if some legal reforms are 
made, and the right people are placed in office, that will 
solve our problems,” Julio Huato told a group of Occupy 
Queens members. He sees the need for more fundamen¬ 
tal change. Working people need to get organized. Julio 
doesn’t have a specific recipe, but feels that we need to 
find a way to take over our political system and our econ¬ 
omy. Julio quoted Justices O’Connor and Stevens in a 
Supreme Court opinion on campaign reform: “Money, 
like water, will always find an outlet.” If you are power¬ 
ful, you will find a way to influence politics, so we need 
a drastic redistribution of wealth ownership. 

Julio was also critical of the film’s portrayal of Wall 
Streeters as sociopaths; Julio finds it more useful to focus 
on the nature of our economic system, with greed, cor¬ 
ruption, and fragility as some of its manifestations. 

The film left some people feeling discouraged and 
wanting to know what can be done. One attendee sug¬ 
gested working for a Constitutional amendment to keep 
private funds and lobbyists out of campaigns. Another 
suggested removing their money from big banks and put¬ 
ting it in credit unions. State-owned banks and green¬ 
back-style currency creation were additional proposals. 
Julio expressed doubts about some of these ideas: Credit 
Unions would need a place to invest their money, and 
Greenbacks were shaky and relied on faith. Julio also 
noted that both parties share blame for our problems: 
Obama recently renewed tax breaks for the rich. 

Julio summarized his own thoughts on what to do 

politically: We need to overcome divisions based on gen- 
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dcr race and income. We all need to do our part, as Susan 
Lippman has been doing in organizing the Queens film 
series. We have to realize that we arc dependent on each 
other in our effort to reconfigure society. 

KPFT Series on Socialism: 

What will it look like, and how will we get there? 

URPE member George Reiter is co-host, with John 
Profltt, of a weekly radio show, Thresholds, on KPFT, a 
Pacifica station in Houston. He has hosted many URPE 
speakers over the years. He recently produced a series 
on Socialism. His February 14 show, described in the 
Winter Newsletter, featured Chris Williams. Chris’s inter¬ 
view, as well as the interviews below, can be heard by 
going to the Economy Connection section of the URPE 
website: http://www.urpe.org/ec!talks.htm 

Freedom to Be: Life Beyond the Capitalist Workplace 
Paddy Quick, February 21 

The seeds of socialism were sown in Paddy at the age 
of eight: “Britain is a very class-conscious society... 
I really resented the fact that I was being separated from 
my working class friends.” By 18 she had joined the 
Labor Party. At that time socialism meant to Paddy that 
“the working class would be in control, everybody would 
have a decent standard of living, that the rich would 
simply have to work like anybody else, and it would be 
a good society.” After college Paddy came to the US as a 
tourist and was introduced to the Civil Rights movement. 
“That of course was the major transformative event for 
me.” She was very impressed by people she met in small 
towns in Mississippi who were risking their lives, liveli¬ 
hoods and the lives of their kids; they said “Thank you 
for being here but we can do it on our own now.” They 
were leading and Paddy wanted to be part of it. 

Paddy’s vision of socialism has evolved over time, 
and has been strongly influenced by the women’s move¬ 
ment. Not only does socialism involve the reorganization 
of production outside the home, but “the women’s move¬ 
ment recognized early on that the work didn’t end when 
you left your job.” And beyond recognizing the value of 
household labor, Paddy is excited by socialism’s poten¬ 
tial to eradicate poverty and to provide free time. “Free¬ 
dom is when you actually can choose how you spend 
your time.” 

George asked if it is possible for capitalism to 
provide a good life for workers. Paddy doesn’t think so, 
because of capitalism’s contradictory imperatives to 
keep growing while at the same time keeping workers’ 
standard of living at a minimum. An individual capitalist 
corporation doesn’t have the choice to stop growing - it 
will go bankrupt or be bought out by another company. 


In spite of worsening conditions for workers, attacks 
on labor unions, and the lack of a widespread peoples’ 
movement, Paddy remains optimistic: “Today I have a 
feeling that we’re at the point of being able to start talk¬ 
ing about our movement, what we want to do.” 

The Cuba and Coop Experiments 
A1 Campbell, March 7 

A1 was brought up in the 1950s and 60s, at a time 
when the US government was emphasizing science and 
rational thought. A1 read Marx and other socialists and 
concluded: “That makes sense. That would be a better 
world.” He discovered these thinkers through campus 
study groups started by activists during the Vietnam War. 

The general idea of socialism, A1 says, is an economy 
that serves human needs. He feels that the Soviet inter¬ 
pretation overemphasized material aspects (though they 
are very important!). The development of human poten¬ 
tial, including for self-government, was pushed to the 
side. A1 sees state ownership of the means of production 
as necessary (to prevent private wealth from controlling 
politics) but not central to socialism. What is central is 
that “human beings come to collectively manage their 
own lives, manage society, manage all the institutions 
they’re part of - political, economic and social.” 

A1 feels that market socialism is incompatible with 
socialism. Markets to exchange goods have a role, but if 
the markets are the type that involve production for 
profit, then they have no place in socialism. 

A1 has visited Cuba every year for the past 20 years. 
Cuba has been experimenting with market reforms, and 
A1 feels that deciding where to draw the line is tricky, 
and mistakes can be dangerous. During Cuba’s years as 
a socialist country, economic policies have varied a lot, 
and during the years following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union the focus was on survival. Cuba is now trying to 
redefine planning, to decide who to trade with, and how 
far to go with the use of markets. Important policy ques¬ 
tions involve import substitution, land distribution, 
decentralization, and different forms of ownership (such 
as coops). A1 recently edited Cuban Economists on the 
Cuban Economy, reflecting current economic thought in 
Cuba, with contributions from 13 Cuban economists. 

“What role do coops have in socialism?” George 
asked. A1 responded that coops as we understand them 
are private, and that there is nothing intrinsic to coops 
that cause people to go beyond them to socialism. How¬ 
ever, in many of the coops A1 has visited, such as Mon¬ 
dragon, there is a consciousness of social dependency, at 
least among people in the same workplace. It’s not 
socialism, but it’s not the hyper-individualism of US 
capitalism. 
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Making it Work: A Participatory, Democratic View 
Robin Hahnel, March 21 

Robin considers himself a “libertarian socialist” - a 
term he feels applies to most people on the New Left in 
the 1960s. The kind of socialism Robin would like to see 
has an emphasis on democracy, the idea that people can 
make their own decisions. He contrasts this to “totalitar¬ 
ian communism,” which he associates with the Soviet 
Union, and which capitalists like to bring up when they 
say that “there is no alternative.” When people make 
their own decisions they generally do a good job, Robin 
says, pointing to the proliferation of worker coops and 
community supported agriculture. George noted that dur¬ 
ing the Enron blackouts of the early 2000s, those cities 
that still had municipal power plants didn’t lose power. 
Robin sees Venezuela, Ecuador, and Kerala (India) as 
positive examples. 

Raised in the Midwest as a liberal Democrat, Robin 
began to question the motives of the US government dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam War. His intellectual understanding of 
imperialism became more personal when faced with the 
draft, and especially when he received a letter from his 
best friend in grade school one week before he died in 
Vietnam; his friend wrote that the war was a terrible mis¬ 
take, and that the Vietnamese didn’t want us there. Robin 
began to study economics, and came to the conclusion 
that the economics of competition and greed can drive 
countries to behave as imperial overlords. He realized 
that he did not want to leave the ownership of what 
everyone needs in the hands of a small minority, and then 
hope for the best. 

In an effort to devise a good way to make decisions 
about how to use the resources that we would all be own¬ 
ing in common under socialism, Robin’s work since 
the 1970s, often with Michael Albert, has focused on 
“participatory, democratic planning.” Ownership is pub¬ 
lic. Workers and consumers meet in their own councils 
to propose and revise their own activities in an iterative 
planning procedure that generates accurate estimates of 
opportunity and social costs so that workers and con¬ 
sumers can judge for themselves when each others’ pro¬ 
posals are socially responsible. Unlike the usual vision 
of democratic planning, in which groups of workers and 
consumers send representatives to a meeting to somehow 
agree on a comprehensive plan, participatory planning 
uses direct democracy and provides decision makers with 
the necessary information to make informed decisions. 
Robin’s theoretical work has been influenced by real co¬ 
operative institutions, including a group of neighborhood 
organizations for growing and distributing food in Port¬ 
land, Oregon, where he lives. He is also very impressed 
by participatory budgeting in Brazil and Venezuela. 


“It’s an extraordinary vision!” George commented. 
Meanwhile, Robin continues to work on simulations of 
participatory planning on a national scale. 

Venezuela: Progress and Problems of the 
Bolivarian Revolution 
Greg Wilpert, March 28 

Greg has lived in Venezuela since 2000, is the author 
of Changing Venezuela by Taking Power: The Histoty 
and Policies of the Chavez Government, and is the cre¬ 
ator of the website venezuelanalysis.com. The website 
came about as a result of Greg’s experience during the 
2002 coup - Greg realized that the media was totally 
misreporting the coup. The media reported that Chavez 
ordered his supporters to shoot at the opposition at a rally 
Greg attended (it was really opposition-controlled police 
who were firing on Chavez supporters); that Chavez 
had resigned, which he had not; and the media did not 
report how much support Chavez received on his return. 
Hence the need for a website that would provide accurate 
information. 

Greg described the opposition as upper and upper 
middle class, with old elites and members of the old 
political guard, as well as some churches, some upper 
echelons of the military, and private business. Chavez, 
on the other hand was allied with the working class and 
the poor. “People keep talking about that Chavez has di¬ 
vided the country,” Greg said, “but actually what I think 
is that he has exposed the divisions that existed already 
in Venezuela for a long time, and that exist in any capi¬ 
talist society.” 

The Venezuelan economy is a work in progress: Greg 
described Venezuela’s various political and economic 
successes and failures involving coops, self-managed 
factories, inflation, and oil. The Venezuelan economy 
remains capitalist to a large degree. He pointed out that 
Venezuela went from being one of the most unequal 
countries in Latin America to one of the most equal. Greg 
feels that the election process works well and that the 
media is more evenly balanced than in the US. 

When Chavez entered office, Greg said, he was a 
“third way” fan of Bill Clinton. Once in office, political 
opposition to his reforms pushed him to the Left. Greg 
described two types of programs Chavez fought for: 
specific social programs, and attempts to increase work¬ 
place democracy through self-management of factories 
and coops. The communal councils (150-400 families) 
receive government funds and coordinate social and 
educational programs. They make decisions about utili¬ 
ties, where to build clinics, etc. These councils have pro¬ 
foundly transformed the lives of poor and working class 
families, giving them a political voice for the first time. 

page 10 www.urpe.org 




URPE 2013 Conference: 

The Political Economy 
of the Environment 

Saturday October 5, 2013. 

The annual conference of the Union for Radical 
Political Economics will take place on Saturday 
October 5 at St. Francis College, Brooklyn, NY. 

It will focus on the relationship between political 
economy and the environment, ranging from 
discussions on analysis to policy changes and 
activism with an emphasis on the need for radical 
political economic and environmental analysis. 

URPE members and others who would like to 
participate are invited to submit proposals for 
individual presentations or paels on the topic to the 
URPE National Office: urpe@labornet.org. 

You are also invited to share your ideas on this 
conference by corresponding with members of the 
URPE Planning Committee: 

Paul Cooney (pcooney@ufpa.br), 

Ann Davis (adavisa@gmail.com) 
or Paddy Quick (paddyquick8@gmail.com). 




















